
 Damianowice
	 Damiani	villa	(1285),	Damiansdorff	(1425),	Damsdorff	(1548),	Damianowice	(1948)

Panorama	of	the	village	with	a	view	on	Ślęża	

1. A monument dedicated to the villagers killed during World War I was set up on a square in the center of 
the village
2. A stone cross, called the Cross of Reconciliation, is located on the outskirts of the village, at the 
crossroads	by	the	road	to	Ręków
3.	Roadside	shrine	founded	by	the	villagers	in	2000	with	a	statue	of	Our	Lady	of	Licheń
4.	Damianowice;	bird’s	eye	view	of	the	village	



The oldest name of the village, Damiani villa, means “the village of Damian” and is a patronymic name 
possibly	derived	from	the	name	of	the	village	founder.	This	name	was	popular	in	the	Middle	Ages;	St.	
Damian	together	with	his	brother	St.	Cosma	were	patrons	of	physicians	and	apothecaries,	they	also	took	care	
of the sick.
Damianowice is one of the smallest villages in Kobierzyce Commune (85 inhabitants, as of 15.08.2021). 
The	village	was	first	mentioned	in	1285,	but	thanks	to	archaeological	excavations	we	know	that	there	was	
already a settlement in this place in the Neolithic period.  
During the Hussite wars, the village, which was located on the border between Wroclaw and Niemcza 
districts, was repeatedly attacked and plundered by Hussite troops (a few thousand Taborites troops occupied 
Niemcza	in	1430),	which	made	the	village	uninhabited	in	1443.	
The	village	is	located	in	the	valley	of	the	Sławka	Stream,	which	has	its	spring	here	(it	is	a	tributary	of	
the	Ślęża	River).	Above	Damianowice,	on	the	road	to	Pustków	Wilczkowski,	there	is	the	highest	point	
in	Kobierzyce	Commune	(195	m	above	sea	level),	Kamionka	peak.	On	the	hills	near	Pustków	and	
Damianowice there are small deposits of turquoise. It is a rare stone of blue or blue-green color, valued 
in	jewellery.	It	is	believed	to	bring	good	luck	in	life	to	those	who	wear	it;	it	warns	the	owner	of	danger	
by	losing	their	color.	Turquoise	occurs	in	Poland	only	in	Lower	Silesia,	unfortunately,	the	deposits	near	
Damianowice	are	not	suitable	for	exploitation.	
In	1939	the	population	of	Damianowice	numbered	166,	almost	all	of	whom	were	Lutherans.	There	were	
32	houses	and	an	inn	and	a	blacksmith’s	shop	in	the	village.	During	World	War	II	the	village	did	not	suffer	
much damage.
Damianowice	is	a	linear	settlement*	with	few	compact	buildings	located	along	the	road	-	Spółdzielcza	
Street.	There	is	a	village	community	room	and	a	playground	in	the	village.

*
linear	settlement	-	a	type	of	settlement	layout	with	short,	compact	buildings	on	both	sides	of	the	road;	apart	
from linear settlements, the most common are oval-shaped settlements (homesteads situated on both sides 
of a widening road that formed an oval square in the middle of the village) and chain-shaped settlements 
(characteristic of forest and mountain areas). 

Damianowice
Remembrances of the ancient law, or about conciliation crosses 
A granite stone cross located at the edge of the village is a reminder of some personal tragedy that happened 
several hundred years ago, and a testimony to the medieval law. 
In	the	1930s	Max	Hellmich,	a	German	researcher	of	ancient	law	relics,	including	gallows	and	crosses	of	
atonement	(also	known	as	conciliation	crosses),	made	a	drawing	of	the	Damianowice	cross	with	an	axe	
engraving	while	doing	documentation	work	in	the	field.	In	the	Middle	Ages,	it	was	customary	to	place	on	
stone	crosses,	placed	at	the	site	of	a	crime	by	the	murderer,	the	tool	with	which	someone’s	life	was	taken.
Putting up a cross was only one of the conditions of the so-called reconciliation (composition) agreement 
between the murderer and the family of the murdered. It consisted in the fact that the relatives of the 



deceased	renounced	vengeance	in	exchange	for	compensation,	i.e.,	payment	of	damages,	which	often	
constituted	a	widow’s	pension	and	maintenance	for	orphaned	children.	As	part	of	the	“penance”,	the	
murderer often paid for masses for the souls of the victims, paid the court costs, and covered funeral 
expenses.	Sometimes	they	went	on	a	pilgrimage	as	part	of	the	penance.	Finally,	they	would	erect	a	stone	
cross	at	the	site	of	the	crime.	Courts	continued	to	administer	such	punishments	until	the	16th	century,	when	
the	law	was	codified	by	Emperor	Charles	V.	
In	Lower	Silesia	there	are	many	stone	crosses	reminding	of	the	former	judiciary.	A	particular	concentration	
of them can be found in the villages near Wroclaw, in Kobierzyce, in Damianowice and in Wierzbice, where 
a large stone cross was built into the cemetery wall surrounding the parish church.
The	pillory	in	Tyniec	nad	Ślęza	(one	of	several	in	Lower	Silesia)	is	also	a	curiosity.	It	was	used	to	execute	
the	public	flogging	punishment.	With	time,	it	has	been	walled	up	with	bricks	and	before	the	war	it	served	as	
an announcement post.


