Krzyzowice

Krysilwicz (1353), Kreyselwitz (1414), Kreiselwitz (1845), Kiefernberg (1937),
Wierzba Duza (1945), Krzyzowice (1948)

Postcard

1. The palace from the main entrance; the courtyard was separated from the farm by a fence and a line of
pruned trees

2. Tavern and inn of Gustav Jacob (today at 6 Gtowna Street)

3. Evangelical school building (presently 4 Gléwna Street)

4. Forester's lodge (presently at 20 Giéwna Street)



5. The palace from the garden side, the central part of the building with a portal dated 1891 and a neo-gothic
tower

6. The Dutch Salon on the first floor is covered with 19th century hand-painted tiles from Delft

7 . The main staircase with a sculpture of a marble lion with a horn of plenty

8. One of the tiled stoves of the palace in the Dutch style

9. Emperor Wilhelm II, known for his love of hunting, visited the palace in 1888. After a successful hunt the
emperor confirmed with his signature that he shot 630 animals in Krzyzowice.

The village of Krzyzowice, known since the Middle Ages, later became a hamlet of nearby Wierzbica
(German: Schlanz); after 1945 both villages were called Wierzba Duza after "an area covered with willows",
after 1948 it was renamed Krzyzowice after the personal name Krzyzel.

In the central part of Krzyzowice, there is a palace and farmstead surrounded by a park. However, the
beginnings of the village are connected not with the palace, but with the medieval residential tower,
extended in the 16th century into a waterfront mansion by Sebald von Saurm.

When the von Reichel family, a well-known patrician family, became the owners of Krzyzowice and
neighboring Wierzbica, a baroque palace with an adjacent French garden was built not far from the manor
house. The Reichels' seat was rebuilt at the end of the 18th century and when in 1854 the property in
Krzyzowice was made a majorat, the palace started to be extended into a more representative establishment.
As a result of another reconstruction after the fire at the end of the 19th century, the horseshoe-shaped
palace had baroque wings, a neo-baroque middle part and a neo-gothic tower, which gave the palace a
defensive character and at the same time served as a belvedere with a view of the Sleza massif. The palace
was surrounded by a large park in English style. The courtyard was enclosed by farm buildings (still extant
today): stables, cowsheds, an indoor riding arena and the villa of the estate administrators. In 19th century,
the owners of Krzyzowice belonged to Silesian aristocracy and had a title of counts.

In the interiors of the palace there are elements of furnishing that testify to its former glory, among others a
representative staircase and interiors in the Dutch style with Delft tiles on the walls.

The palace is home to the District School Complex No. 1, the living rooms serve as classrooms, and the
former owner's office, with stylish oak paneling, is the secretariat and office of the school director.

In Kobierzyce Commune, which is almost completely devoid of forests, Krzyzowice is a green oasis.

Apart from the historic park, which surrounds the palace building and the former farm, there are deciduous
forests along the Gnita stream (a tributary of Czarna Woda), and beautiful avenues with old trees lead to
Krzyzowice from several directions (a group of 11 monumental oaks grows by the road from Nowiny to
Krzyzowice). The village has 398 inhabitants (as of 15.08.2021), there is a District School Complex No. 1, a
village community room, a playground and a pitch.



Krzyzowice
Some pictures from the life of the aristocracy

At the beginning of the 18th century, the Krzyzowice estate came into the possession of the von Reichel
family, an important old patrician family.

The Reichels knew how to take care of their own business. The family had the largest number of councilors
in the history of the Wroctaw City Council (fifteen members of the family sat on the council over a period
of four hundred years, sometimes for several terms). By arranging marriages of their daughters and sons, the
Reichels were related and connected to many well-known Silesian families: Rehdiger, Heugl, Rindfleisch,
Hornig, Banck.

In the beginning, in their estate in Krzyzowice, not far from the former Saurm manor house, they erected

a modest L-shaped baroque building surrounded by a French park, in which, with time, they created a
family gallery of monuments commemorating the deceased members of the family (only a few pedestals
have survived). One of the oldest monuments was dedicated to Carl Wilhelm von Reichel, born in 1728 in
Krzyzowice. Carl graduated from the Knights' Academy in Legnica and gained military experience while
serving for example for Field Marshal Schmettau in Berlin. During one of the battles of the Silesian Wars he
was seriously wounded. Since 1769 he managed estates in Krzyzowice, all the time serving his homeland,
he organized supplies of food and horses for the army.

Unfortunately, Carl Wilhelm did not live to see a male descendant and after his death, due to daughter
Charlotte's marriage with Prussian Major Carl Conrad, the Krzyzowice property became a property of von
Tschirsky family. Charlotte was aware that the Reichels' line ended with her and therefore in her last will
she expressed a wish that her only son Benno take the Reichels' surname and coat of arms which with the
emperor's consent happened in 1855. Since then, Karl Benno von Tschirsky added the second part "Reichel"
to his surname and received a new coat of arms.



The shield of the Tschirski-Reichel coat of arms is divided into four parts, with a double-tailed lion standing
on two paws, holding a sickle in its forepaw (Reichel coat of arms), and a bison's head with a ring through
its nostrils (Tschirski coat of arms) in the remaining fields. The Tschirskis used the well-known Wieniawa
coat of arms and had their own, slightly modified version of the family legend, which featured a warrior
named Wieniawa, who worked in the woods as a coal miner. One day a bison ate all his food supply.
Wieniawa lunged at the wild animal, grabbed it by its horns and pulled an oak branch through its nostrils,
and then, as if on a leash, led it to the king. He did not want a reward, he only wanted the ruler to give him
permission to burn charcoal in his forests. The king agreed and, in addition, for his courage he granted him
land and a coat of arms, in which a black bison's head was depicted on a golden field.
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The new heir, Karl Benno, became engaged to young Maria Christina of the Count family von Renard. Their
happiness did not last long, Maria died only three years after the wedding, at the age of twenty, leaving two
little children, a son Mortimer and a daughter Euphemia.

Years later Karl Benno got married again, but in order to avoid dividing the property in the future, he
established a majorat in Krzyzowice, the property was to be inherited by the eldest son or his closest
relative.

His first-born son Mortimer devoted himself to law and after the death of his grandfather and uncle he
inherited the Strzelce Opolskie property. In 1878 he received the title of the Count and the surname Renard.
First in his estates in Krzyzowice (in 1888), and then as many as five times in Strzelce Opolskie, he hosted
Emperor Wilhelm II and was invited with him for hunting trips e.g. to the neighboring estate in Moszna.

During his stay in Krzyzowice, the Emperor shot 630 animals, including 544 hares, 63 pheasants and 9
roe deer. And it was not an exceptional hunt in terms of the number of killed animals, which can be proved
by the fact that in 1904 Count Mortimer, who hosted the emperor in Strzelce Opolskie, during his visit
which was full of attractions (a theater performance illuminated by magnesia was staged especially for the
occasion), held a ceremony of unveiling a commemorative obelisk to commemorate the fact that two years
earlier Wilhelm had shot the fifty thousandth animal in the count's forests; it was a white pheasant.



