
Solna
Sagencz (1336), Zagicz (1340), Oppersitz sonst Segewitz (1548), Gross Sȁgewitz (1743), 
Segen (1937), Wielki Zieluń (1945), Solniki (1947), Solna (1948)

Postcard sent in 1943
1. The Mannerist palace from around 1614 which served as a training center during World War II (a 
fragment of the corner turret has survived)
2. The 19th century palace in the style of an Italian villa (now a multi-family house, 10b Krucza Street); on 
the left you can see the end wall of the old palace
3. Inn of Bruno Teschke (today a residential building, 3 Krucza Street)
4. View of village to the east with pond on the right 



5. The renaissance manor house from the beginning of the 17th century fell into ruin after World War II, a 
large part of the building was demolished, only the shingled polygonal tower and fragments of basements 
and first floor walls remained
6. Count Carl von Harrach and Leopold von Sedlnitzky were buried in the Evangelical cemetery in nearby 
Ręków. The Harrach family tomb was designed by famous architect Carl Lȕdecke.
7. The former 19th century palace of the Counts of Harrach was heavily reconstructed after 1945; in the 
1990s it housed a kindergarten, now it serves as a multi-family house
8. In the center of the village there is a well-kept pond, a place for recreation and rest 

The name of the village probably comes from the family name Zające. The name Oppersitz (from the 
surname Opor), which appeared until the 16th century, refers to a nearby farm that later became a part of 
Solna. To distinguish Solna from a village of the same name (today Solniki), the adjective gross (great) was 
added. 
On the site of the medieval foundation, Heinrich von Heugel built a Mannerist manor house in 1614. The 
building often changed its owners, and in the middle of the 19th century it became the property of an 
unusual person - Leopold von Sedlnitzki. The Count resigned from the post of the bishop of Wrocław in the 
atmosphere of scandal, became engaged in charity work and converted to Protestantism. 
Abandoned already during World War II, the building fell into ruin over the years. Today all that is left of the 
manor are the cellar walls, part of the first floor and the corner tower. There also remains a legend about the 
white lady from Solna, who visits the ruins in search of her engagement ring.
In the middle of the 19th century, near the old manor house, the Count Carl von Harrach, who was related 
to Sedlnitzki, built a small palace in an Italian villa style. Together with his first wife's uncle, he conducted 
charity activities on a large scale. He established, among others, the first village kindergarten in Silesia, and 
a deaconess employed by the Count took care of the old and sick inhabitants of the village. On the initiative 
of Harrach, orphanages were created, where orphans were taken care of in foster families. 
Adjacent to the ruins of the manor house and the former palace, partially surrounded by a wall, there is a 
several-hectare historic park with old lime trees and beeches. Huge plane trees grow on the grounds of the 
former manor house. 
In the village there is a community room, a pitch, a playground, a store. Solna has 316 inhabitants (as of 
15.08.2021).



Solna

The legend of the white lady from Solna and the philanthropic owners 
In Solna there are ruins (only a corner turret, a piece of walls and cellars) of a Renaissance manor house. The 
manor house surrounded by a moat was built in 1614, when the owner of the estate was Henry von Heugel, 
assessor of the Royal Land Court of the Duchy of Wroclaw. 
A local legend about a white lady is connected with the palace. It is said that one of the owners, being very 
old, took a young and beautiful noblewoman for his wife. The woman did not love the old count, in addition 
to looking at young boys. When a handsome miller was hired at a nearby mill, she sneaked out of her 
chamber at night. She reached the mill through the fields, with her long hair loose and in a white petticoat, 
she looked like a ghost in the moonlight. When the boy saw through the window the apparition approaching 
the mill, he fell into a fright and hid under the table. The countess knocked in vain and asked him to open the 
door for her. 
The next day, the more experienced miller advised the terrified helper: “It is no ghost, you will see for 
yourself, take the hatchet with you, and the ghost will disappear faster than it appeared.” At night the boy 
again saw the white lady approaching the mill, and hid behind the door, and when the woman put her hand 
into the opening to remove the bolt, he swung his hatchet. He heard a shout, distant footsteps, and then 
found a finger on the floor. A ring with the Count's coat of arms was shining on it.
In the morning the miller went to the manor to return the ring. The count immediately recognized in it the 
property of his wife and from the boy's story deduced what had happened. When the wife did not want to 
leave the chamber, excusing herself with a headache, her husband, furious with humiliation, chased her out 
of the palace. It is said that the woman wandered around the area for the next few days; it is also said that 
she was torn to pieces by animals in the forest. After some time strange things began to happen in the palace, 
at night objects were heard moving, someone opened drawers, and one of the servants saw on the stairs a 
figure in a long white robe entering the former room of the lady. It was guessed what the ghost was looking 
for. Every time a white lady appeared in the palace, it was not long before someone from the count's family 
died.

***
In the 19th century the palace became the property of Count Leopold von Sedlnitzky after he resigned from 
the bishop's throne in Wroclaw. The bishop's resignation took place in an atmosphere of scandal, especially 
since the former Catholic bishop changed his religion and became an evangelist. Sedlnitzky, while still 
serving as a bishop, displeased greatly the Vatican with his views; he quietly allowed children in his diocese 
to be brought up in the Protestant spirit if their parents so decided. 
After leaving the diocese, together with his relative and friend Count Carl von Harrach, who had bought 
an estate in Solna and built a new palace in the style of an Italian villa, he devoted much of his time to the 
spiritual renewal of the church and charity work, including the establishment of two boarding schools for 
Protestant schoolchildren in Berlin at his own expense. Count Harrach financially supported institutions that 
ran orphanages and medical institutions, and on his estate he founded kindergartens and nursing homes for 
the elderly, among others. 


